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Comment No. 1          Issue Code: 16
Comment noted.  There is no plan or proposal in the Y-12 SWEIS to
build a new bomb plant or manufacture new nuclear weapons.  In
accordance with Section 91 of the Atomic Energy Act, DOE carries out
its mission (i.e., atomic weapons activities) consistent with the consent
of and direction from the President and Congress.  This consent of and
direction are contained in the Nuclear Weapons Stockpile
Memorandum, which is updated annually.  The issue of whether DOE
should produce nuclear weapons and the actions of elected officials are
beyond the scope of the Y-12 SWEIS.

Since the end of the Cold War, the United States has significantly
reduced the size of the nuclear weapons stockpile, and DOE has
dismantled more than 15,000 nuclear weapons.  At the present time, the
United States is further downsizing the nuclear weapons stockpile
consistent with the terms of START I and the recently ratified START
II.  Although Russia suspended its nuclear weapons dismantlement
activities on January 20, 2001, DOE has continued its weapons
dismantlement activities.  Dismantlement of nuclear weapons and
environmental cleanup are ongoing activities at Y-12 (see Sections 2.2.1
and 2.2.2.2, respectively).

Comment No. 2          Issue Code: 13
The Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies (Center) (see
Section D.6.3, Volume II) has reviewed the Scarboro Community
Environmental Study along with other recent studies that pertained to
the Scarboro Community. The Center has found that “The concentration
of radioactive materials, mercury, and other metals of environmental
concern in Scarboro soils do not exceed the concentrations in soils
reported in the background study conducted at ORR, upper Anderson
County, and lower Roane County.” The potential radiation dose
estimated for uranium in Scarboro soils is a very small fraction of the
level of radiation that an average American receives in a year,
suggesting that Scarboro residents are not at increased risk of health
problems due to uranium (see Conclusions section of Joint Center
Summary Number 3  “Scarboro Community Environmental Study”). 
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